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SHREE RAAMA JANMABHOOMI TEMPLE
A Holy Place of Hindu Pilgrimage

In India, there is a fervent debate going on over the construction of
Shree Raama Janmabhoomi Temple at Ayodhyaa. The majority of Muslims
and their political allies are threatening to the point of bloodshed to stop the
reconstruction of such a temple. Our aim of the temple reconstruction is
right. We should not be afraid of these threats and should be ready to make
sacrifices to achieve our goal.

Ayodhyaa is the birthplace and kingdom of Lord Raama to every
Hindu in the world. Sage Vaalmeeki who lived in that period, which dates
back to many millennia hymned and depicted in his Sanskrit epic ‘Raamaayana’
the life of Lord Raama. More recently, during the Middle Ages, many saints
throughout India sang and wrote the glory of Shree Raama in their regional
languages. The Hindus throughout the world venerate these historic and
literary creations and worship Lord Raama as an incarnation of God who
came to the earth in human guise to eradicate the evil according to the well
established andheavenly rich paradigms and heritage of Hinduism. During
this long period of history Shree Raama Temple was built and rebuilt from
time to time. More specifically, Emperor Vikramaaditya in about 100 BCE
rebuilt the Raama Temple at the current site'in Ayodhyaa. Thus, the unique
importance of the Raama Janmabhoomi Temple is self-evident. Equally
apparent is the emotional scar and feeling of wrath a Hindu heart would bear
should anyone attempt to violate the sanctity of the temple at any time, in any
way.

Picture in this framework the invasion into India in 1526 CE by Mughal
invader Baabara who brazenly violated the sanctity of Raama Janmabhoomi
Temple by erecting a memorial of his victory at the Temple site. This has
been the great humiliation for the entire Hindu people ever since. Indeed, the
descendant of Baabara owe a long standing apology to Hindus for his utterly
heinous act of building his memorial at the temple site venerated by the Hindu
populace since time immemorial.

Heuristically, the question of secularism is often raised. Secularism
guarantees freedom to practice one’s religion and equal respect accorded to
all other religions. The Muslims in India widely enjoy privilege and protection.
In the specific issues of Ayodhyaa, however, historical facts and democratic
principles amply support a decision in favor of Raama Janmabhoomi Temple.




Secularism would stand tall only by standing on the shoulders of democracy
and the age-old cultural heritage of the country, not by destroying these basic
pillars of the national life.

Let us ask a blunt question to those who are concerned !

If the enemies have destroyed the house where our forefathers were
born and brought up because we were weak and unable to stop the demolition,
would we give up the claim to rebuild that house forever? The answer is,
emphatically, NO.

This ‘NO’ answer is of an individual family. But think of Shree Raama
Janmabhoomi Temple, which is a birthplace and abode of Shree Raama and
an essential part of the faith for one billion people! In response to the questions
raised by the opposition we would like to point out that it is an insult to ask
Hindus to prove whether Shree Raama was ever born; that to prove if He
was born at Ayodhyaa; that to prove whether He was an incarnation of God.
These quarries are not open to discussion. To open any debate is to questions
the validity of Hindu faith. This has been the faith of Hindus since the dawn
of human civilization on earth and must be respected as such.

The present attempt to rebuild Shree Raama temple is not a new
one. In the last 500 years, thousands and thousands of people have sacrificed
their lives in order to regain control of the site and to rebuild the temple. This
temple has always been a center of pilgrimage for the Hindus and will remain
so for ever.

The moral grounds and the protection of cultural heritage demands
that any judicial or other inquiry ought to rule in favor of the Hindu viewpoint,
despite the Muslim threat of reacting adversely, including indulging in violence
and bloodshed. Indeed, those propagating such threats should be outlawed
and sternly punished for harming peace, tranquility and democracy. The lasting
peace cannot be achieved by injuring the feelings and faith of the majority
community. Grave social and religious oppression, injustice and injury have
been perpetuated against Hindus time and again. History stands witness to
myriad of occurrence of shameful aggressions by sword-swinging invaders
over peace loving populace. One only hopes that the era of silent suffering on
the part of the Hindu masses is over and the rule of reason prevails.

Let us unite and rebuild a magnificent Shree Raama Temple

at the birthplace of Bhagawaana Shree Raama.

JAI SHREE RAAMA
JAI SEETAA RAAMA « JAI SHREE RAAMA
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DEV NAGRI SCRIPT (SANSKRIT-HINDI)
TRNASLITERATION INTO ENGLISH

PROUNCIATION GUIDE

¥ em ¥ ¥ I T & W uw n
a aa i ee u 00 0 au e ai
® 9 1 g g 2l 22 q El El
ka Kkha ga gha nga cha chha ja jha  nja
< () g [} | d q E g T
ta tha da dha na ta tha da dha na
9 b7 g H H 1 Ni q aq
pa pha ba bha ma ya ra la va,wa sha
q q & 4 El s ED
sha sa ha ksha tra jna ri
Remove alphabet ‘a’ after each letter, the letter becomes half.
Examples :
F LC L} 2 g z & v El W
k kh I ¢h ng ch ksh j jh nj
MAATRAA

- a g
r BT . = 1 B
a i ee ¢ ai u 00 au r m o ein

BCE is an abbreviation of Before Current Era
CE is an abbreviation of Current Era




Preface

There are over 850 million Hindus living in India. Hindus are also
living in sizable number in other parts of the world spread over in
about 50 countries. The total Hindu population outside India is
estimated around 50 to 60 million. In the United States of America, the
number is estimated to be around 2 million. The most Hindus have
migrated to the United States in the last 30 years. The United States is a
new country and its culture is basically that of Europeans. The new
immigrants coming from other parts of the world are trying to retain the
culture and tradition of the countries of their origin. Since Afro-American
population is relatively large and living over two centuries has made its
mark. The Hindu immigrants who have a very distinct and old culture
and trying to retain it and also making it possible to influence the evolving
culture of America. Therefore, it is essential that Hindu immigrants practice
and pass on their rich heritage to the next generation of Hindu Americans.

The eternal wisdom of Hindus is contained in books written in Sanskrit
language, which is not known to most immigrants what to say of those
who are born and raised in America. Therefore, an attempt has been
made to present an English compilation on subjects of pressing interests
for those who are interested in Indian culture and philosophy in general
and Hindu American in particular. We hope that the material presented
here will serve some useful purpose.

We acknowledge with thanks the contribution of Dr. Ashok Sinha in
translation of many Sanskrit verses into English, improving the presentation
of this text and for his critical reading of the manuscript. We also thank
Dr. Deendayal Khandelwal for reviewing a part of the text.




Dhanvantari

Dhanvantri is considered the foremost physician (dadi-Vaidva) and as such
the progenitor of the science and art of living (davurveda-Pravartaka). He
divided Aavurveda into eight subdivisions for better understanding of the
diseases and the methods of treatment. He is twelfth incarnation of Lord
Vishnu,

7,
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Dhiyo yo nah prachodayaat
May He enlighten our intellect ?

PART 1

This part presents ideal nature of man and a brief
description of eternal wisdom and Hindu scriptures.

The essence of Hindu Culturc is

FEY HATH AT TR A B |
a8 aT e qgE T AT ||

Yadyapi bhedaapagame naatha tavaaham na maamakeenastvam,
Saamudro hi tarangah kvachana samudro na taarangah.
-Adi Shankaraachaarya

“Now the Dvaita, difference between Bhakta and Bhagawaana, devotee
and God has disappeared. Now there is Advaita. Still I am for you, vou are
not for me. The wave is for the sea, the sea is not for the wave. "

1l % e T4 0
% q § dRmEE: § HEE 91 G 49 T J T9 9 |
Om yo vai Shree Raamachandrah sa bhagawaan yaa sarasvatee
bhoorbhuvah Svastasmai vai namo namabh.
- IKEINECIERIRIEIE LY
B The One who is renowned Shree Raama, He is definitely God; and
Saraswatee and the three worlds of the Earth, Skv and Heaven are all His

manifested forms. My salutations again and again to that Bhagawaana
Shree Raama.

\

o




UNIVERSAL TRUTH PREACHED BY LORD BUDDHA
Once a woman. whose son had died, went to Lord Buddha and placed the dead body of her son at His feet and requested that her only son be
brought to life. Lord Buddha asked the woman to go and bring a fist-full of rice from a home where no one has ever died. She went and
searched everywhere for such a home. Having failed to find such a home, she returned to Lord Buddha. Then Lord Buddha preached the
\ Ultimate Truth that any thing that comes into existence has to decay and die. One should not grieve !
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36 - INDIA’S GIFT TO HUMANITY

“Om is the mantra, the expressive sound symbol of Brahman consciousness... ..
Om should, therefore, lead towards the opening of the consciousness in all material
things in the inner being and in the supra-physical world, in casual plane above
now superconscient to us, finally the supreme liberated transcendence above all
cosmic existence.”

-Shree Aurobindo (in Letters on Yoga)

The mammoth corpus of Hindu spiritual and secular knowledge is an amazing
universal heritage that can’t be kept confined to any geographical region or particular
race. Yet it is anticipated that the available stock is only shrunken portion of an
enormous Aaryan intellectual property.

Unfortunately the majority of Hindu knowledge is permanently extinct today, just
as the once flourishing but now effaced river Saraswatee, on the bank of which
Vedic Rishis had composed numberless Vedic Richas (sacred verses).

This extinction was all the more possible because Vedas called Shrutis were passed
on from generation to generation by oral and auricular means.

The devastation of Takshashilaa University by barbaric Hoons and arsoning of
Naalanda by hordes of Bakhtiyar Khiljee only added to the process of such
extinction.

Yet, all said and understood, the spiritual ensign of Hinduism would still have flown
aloft, if nothing except OM - the imperishable - was discovered by our Vedic
seers or had everything else been lost.
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The spiritual essence of Hinduism is concentrated in the pristine fire of OM (AUM)
as Ahura Mazda of Zorastrians, the true Persian community that shared many
similarities with Hindu beliefs. OM is Sabda-Brahman, - the esoteric root sonority
of the universe.

Itis a Hindu discovery but completely universal in essence - without attributes of
space and time. Geetaa expounds upon the chants of OM, TAT and SAT
(Ch.17:23). At least at two places in the Geetaa, Krishna says, “I am OM”
(Ch. 9:17 & Ch. 10:25).

According to Swami Vivekananda, OM is the basic sound representing the
Sphota or the creative word or idea, into which the Supreme Being manifests
in His creative role, first as Hiranyagarbha (also called Mahat) and then
into various forms of the world of creation.

Mandukya Upanishad expatiates on the sacred syllable of OM. Upnishads
and Patanjali Yoga Sootra have dwelled upon the spiritual, psychological
and material benefits that accrue from sustained chanting of this crisp syllable
OM with all concentration.

The scriptural metaphor for OM is a one pointed golden arrow set on your
soul’s bow ready to pierce the bull’s eye of God realization. Om is used by
itself or in conjunction with other long and short holy mantras in Japam
(Japa Yoga).

OM, also called Pranava, can be chanted aloud or inarticulately. It is the
impersonal and supreme sound symbol of Divinity.

Amongst modern day monks, Swami Sivananda (founder of Divine Life
Society and Swargaashram in Rishikesh) was an ardent votary of this
wonderful and pre-potent mantra.

Lord Shiva, also called Omkaareshwara, is mostly associated with this sacred
syllable and hailed by the seekers of Supreme Knowledge.

But whether one is devotee of Shiva, Raama, Krishna, a Vedantist or even
an agonistic from any quarter of this globe everyone can benefit from the
highly scientific chant of OM. OM is the diadem of Hinduism, an
invaluable gift of Aaryans to the humanity.

* Privadarsi Dutta - The Hindustan Times, 1999
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WHERE DOES GOD LIVE ?

Who is God? Is He a person? Where does He live? What are His functions?
How does He relate to all that exist in the universe? These and many other
questions have been asked since the time of eternity. Attempts have been
made in various philosophies and religions to discuss the nature of God. In
Hinduism, God has been described formless as well as having many forms.
We are not to provide perfect answers to all these queries, but would like to
explain the common denominator found in all our scriptures. God pervades
everywhere. However, this common link has been beautifully narrated in
Raamaayana that fills the heart of devotees. It is described in Avodhyaa
Kaanda of Tulsi Raamacharitamaanasa. When Shree Raama, Seetaa, and
Lakshmana arrive at Sage Vaalmiki’s Aashram to ask him where they should
reside for their 14 years of exile, the Rishi describes the 14 places where the
Lord always resides.

The Lord resides in the heart of one who has even one of these 14
qualities®.
1. On who longs to listen to the pastimes and stories of the Lord, just as

the different streams long to meet the ocean.

2. One who yearns deeply to see the Lord just as the Chaataka bird longs
to see the rain clouds. (The chaataka bird only drinks water that falls
from above, not water that has already fallen.)

3. One who longs to imbibe all the virtues of the Lord, like pearls in a sea
of virtue.
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4. One whose five senses are engaged in smelling the fragrance of the
Lord, tasting his prasaada, chanting his name; one who looks upon his
guru as greater than himself.

Ln

. One who practices complete devotion to Lord Raama in many ways and
to whom his devotion alone is the final reward.

6. One who is free from lust, anger, greed, pride, anxiety, fraud, deceit, or
hypocrisy?

7. One who is truthful, polite, beyond the pairs of opposites, and loves
everyone.

8. One who does not covet another’s wife, wealth, and which rejoices in the
welfare of others.

9. One who looks upon the Lord as his father, mother, guru, and companion.
10. One who sees good in others and overlooks their faults.

11. One who takes responsibility for his faults, yet sees his fortune as the
Lord’s grace.

12. One who renounces caste, relationship, fame, and glory for the Lord.

13. One who is unconditionally a servant of the Lord, whether it be in heaven,
hell, or any other place.

14. One whose sole desire is the Lord.[%]

* Chinmaya Mission West Bimonthly Newsletter, January 2000.

Hindutva

Hindutva is a Saanskritic (cultural) concpet of unity and
interdependent freedom. it is an instrument for social equality,
Justice and to practice any faith. It embraces a political doctrine
“appeasment for none and justice for all”. It also defines an
economic system where a person is an integral part and not a
pawn on the economic chessboard.
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An Ideal of Hindu Race
PUROSHOTTAMA SHREE RAAMA

An Embodiment of Perfection for Humanity

The great poet Vaalmeeki who wrote the epic Raamaayana in Sanskrit
language asked the celestial sage Naarada:

Who could possibly be full of virtues in the world? Who is possessed of
prowess and knows what is right? Who is conscious of services done, truthful
of speech and firm of resolve? Who is possessed of right conduct and who is
friendly to all living beings? Who is a man of knowledge? Who is powerful
and who has a singularly lovable appearance? Who has subdued his self?
Who has conquered anger? Who is possessed of splendor and who is above
fault finding and whom do the very gods dread when his wrath has been
provoked in battle?

O eminent seer! I wish to hear this, for there is great curiosity in my mind
about it. Surely you are capable of knowing such a man.

Hearing this appeal of Vaalmeeki, sage Naarada, who possessed knowledge
of the three worlds, was greatly delighted and spoke the following words: |
shall tell you of such a hero. Be pleased to hear of the man endowed with the
manifold and rare virtues that have been described by you.

There is one descended in the line of lkswaaku, and known by the name of
Raama. He has fully controlled his mind., is very powerful, radiant and resolute
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and has brought his senses under control. He is intelligent, sagacious, eloquent,
glorious and exterminator of foes. He is distinguished with broad shoulders,
powerful arms, and a neck shaped as a conch and a stout chin. He is marked
with a broad chest, a mighty bow and a collarbone covered with flesh, and is
capable of subduing his foes. His (unusually long) arms extend right up to
his knees. He has a well-formed head; a
shapely forehead and |He knows the secret of | a charming gait. He is
of medium stature, has | virfue, and is true to his | well proportioned
limbs, has an unctuous |promise and intent on the complexion, 18
mighty, has a rounded |g0od of the people. He | chest, large eyes, is
full of splendor and |knows the truth of the | has auspicious marks
on his body. He knows | Vedas and is the master in | (he secret of virtue,
and is true to his |archery. Heis noble, liked promise and intent on
the good of the people. | by all and always wears a | He is illustrious, full of
wisdom, pure in his pleasing countenance. dealings, a man of
self-control and concentrated mind. He
is a supporter of the creation like Brahmaa (the lord of created beings),
affluent, the slayer of his enemies, a protector of living beings and a staunch
defender of Dharma. He is vindicator of his own virtue and the protector of
his own people. He knows the truth of the Vedas and is the master in archery.
He knows the real meaning of all the scriptures, is possessed of sharp memory
and quick wit. He is popular in all the worlds, pious, high-minded and shrewd.
He is always sought by the righteous even as the ocean is by rivers. He is
noble, liked by all and always wears a pleasing countenance. He is endowed
with excellence and enhances the delight of Kausalyaa. He vies with the
ocean in profundity and compares with the Himaalaya in firmness. He is a
replica of Lord Vishnu in prowess and is pleasing as the moon. In show of
anger, he resembles the destructive fire at the end of creation and is a
counterpart of Mother Earth in forbearance. He equals Kubera (the god of
riches, bestower of wealth) in liberality and is Dharmaraaja (the god of
piety) in righteous conduct and truthfulness.[3]

Source : Shreemad Vaalmeeki Raamaavana
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WHO IS A HINDU ?

Every one is born of divine nature (Amritsya Putra) and therefore, is a Hindu.,
Every Hindu has full freedom to chooce his or her Ishta Devata and believes
in the following tenets as well.

AT 35 |4 |

Eashaavaasyam idam sarvam. -Sri Isopanishad
The whole creation is filled with the presence of God.
SEECESEI IR

Tena Tyaktena bhunjeethah. -Sri Isopanishad
Accept only necessary things, that are set aside by Him.

% dg four ggear aaf |

Ekam sad vipraa bahudhaa vadanti. -Rigveda

The truth is one but the expressions are many.

Fugwl fqeqHrE] |

Kranvanto vishvamaaryam. -Rigveda

Let us ennoble the whole world.

7o fagd wafq gFreq |

Yatra vishwam bhavati Ekneedam. -Atharvaveda
The whole world is One Nest.

e A TH |

Sah nau bhunaktu. -Kathopanishad
Let us share and enjoy together.

T Al R Fadt g fagaa: |

Aa no bhadraah kratavo yantu vishwatah.  -Rigveda

Let noble thoughts come to us from all sides.

TgYd FHTE |

Vasudheva kutumbkam. -Hitopanishad

The whole world is one Family.
These tenets if practiced will certainly make the world a better one.

Let our actions be based on :
Knowledge + Sacrifice + Service + Renunciation-in-action




8 TTI ARG 2002

BRAAHMANA"®
(smareT)
An Ideal Of Hindu Race

The Hindu Varna Vyavasthaa, which was unique in all its concepts in the
past, has outlived its relevance today. Presently, it is based on birth rather
than on qualities as it was intended. However, the four-fold path of
Purushaartha (Dharma, Artha, Kaama and Moksha) is still the backbone of
the Hindu system. The ultimate goal of attaining Moksha, the realization of
God, remains intact. One has to achieve the qualities of a Braahmana, which
are symbolized in this presentation by the word Braahmana-ness, for Moksha.

Braahmana-ness: The Ideal of Hindu Race

The ideal man of our ancestors was the Braahmana. In all our books stands
out prominently this ideal of the Braahmana. The greatest princes seek to trace
their descent to some ancient sage, who dressed in a bit of loincloth, lived in a
forest, eating roots and studying the Vedas. 1t is there that the Indian prince goes to
trace his ancestry. You are of the high caste when you can trace your ancestry to a
Rishi, and not otherwise.

Our ideal of high birth is the Braahmana of spiritual culture and renunciation.
By the Braahmana ideal what do we mean? We mean the ideal Braahmana-
ness in which worldliness is altogether absent and true wisdom is abundantly
present. That is the ideal of the Hindu race.

It was an accepted fact that a Braahmana is not amenable to law that he has
no law, that kings do not govern him, and that his body cannot be hurt? That
is perfectly true. Do not understand it in the light thrown upon it by interested
and ignorant people, but understand it in the light of the true and original
Vedaantic conception.
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What a Wonder?

The Braahmana is he who has killed all selfishness and who lives and works
to acquire and propagate wisdom and the power of love. If a country is
altogether inhabited by such Braahmanas, men and women, who are spiritual,
moral and good, is it strange to think of that country as being above and
beyond all laws? What police, what military are necessary to govern them?
Why should any one govern them at all? Why should they live under a
government? They are good and noble, and they are the men of God: these
are our ideal Braahmanas, and we read that in the Satyuga there was only
one caste, and that was the Braahmana. Is it not a wonder that there were
only Braahmanas in Satyuga?

All Braahmanas in Satyuga

We read in the Mahaabhaarata that the whole world in the beginning was
inhabited with Braahmanas only, and as the degeneration began they became
divided into different castes. When the cycle turns round they will all go
back to that Braahmanical origin.

A fagssia auiei @9 sEiE 5|
SR qagse fe eI T |
Na vishesho’asti varnaanaam sarva braahmamidam jagata;

Brahmanaa poorvasrishtam hi karmabhirvarnataam gatam.
(Mahaabhaarata, Shaanti Parva)

“Among the Varnas (Braahmana, Chhatriya Vaishya, Shoodra), there is no
special one (all Varnas are of equal importance); this whole universe is
pervaded by Brahman. Created by Brahman, by virtue of karma, all assume
the status of different Varnas.”

Therefore, our solution of the caste question is not degrading those who are
already high up. It is not running amuck through food and drink; is not jumping
out of our own limits in order to have more enjoyment, but it comes by every
one of us fulfilling the dictates of our Vedaantic religion, by our attaining
spirituality, and by our becoming the ideal Braahmana.

Every One Has to Become the Ideal Braahmana

There is a law laid on each one of us by our ancestors, whether we are
Aaryans, or non-Aaryans, Rishis, or Braahmanas, or the very lowest outcasts.
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The command is the same to us all, that we must make progress without
stopping, and that, from the highest man to the lowest Pariah, every one has
to try and become the ideal Braahmana. This Vedaantic idea is applicable
not only in India but also over the whole world.

Such is our ideal of caste, as meant for raising all humanity slowly and gently
towards the realization of that great ideal of the spiritual man, who is non-
resisting, calm, steady, worshipful, pure, and meditative. In that ideal there
is God.

NOTE IN HISTORY: In Europe there is My Lord the Cardinal, who is
struggling hard and spending thousands of pounds to prove the nobility of
his ancestors, and he will not be satisfied until he has traced his ancestry to
some dreadful tyrant, who lived on a hill and watched the people passing by,
and whenever he had the opportunity, sprang out on them and robbed them.
That was the business of these nobility-bestowing ancestors, and my Lord
Cardinal is not satisfied until he can trace his ancestry to one of these.

* Source : Rousing call to Hindu Nation - Eknath Ranade, 1963

(@ -3

This My Legacy

The seed of a banyan tree is so trivial as to be smaller
than the mustard seed. But it holds within itself the
rich promise of the luxuriant expanse.

It grows into a gian tree under which heard of caattle
retreat for rest and human beings exhausted by the
scorching heat of the sun seek shade and shelter.

Let me too reach for the sky. Let me sing my song.
If we are to live with honor with dignity as a Hindu
Nation--and we have the right to do so --

that nation must emerge under the Hindu flag.

This my dream shall come true -- if not in this generation,

at least in the next.

If it remains an empty dream, I shall prove a fool. If it comes true, I shall
prove a prophet

This, my legacy, I bequeath to you.

--Swatantrya Veer Savarkar
S 2
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Swami Vivekananda’s Message

A CLARION CALL TO HINDUS

Mark me,

Then and then alone you are a Hindu when the very name sends through you
a galvanic shock of strength.

Then and then alone you are a Hindu when every man who bears the name,
from any country, speaking any language, becomes at once the nearest and
the dearest to you.

Then and then alone you are a Hindu when the distress of any one bearing
that name comes to your heart and makes you feel as if your own sons were
in distress.

Then and then alone you are a Hindu when you will be ready to bear
everything for them, like, the great Guru Govind Singh. After having shed
his own blood for the defense of the Hindu Dharma, after having seen his
children killed on the battlefield, the great Guru, the wounded lion, retired
from the field calmly to die in the South but not a word of curse escaped his
lips against those who had ungratefully forsaken him!

Mark me,

Every one of you will have to be a Govind Singh, if you want to do good to
your fellowmen. You may see thousands of defects in them, but mark their
Hindu blood. They are the first gods you will have to worship, even if they
do everything to hurt you; even if everyone of them sends out a curse to you,
you send out to them words of love. If they drive you out, retire to die in
silence like that mighty lion Govind Singh. Such a man is worthy of the
name of Hindu; such an ideal ought to be before us always.

Let us bury all our hatchets and send out this grand current of love all
round. [H

O
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A SPARK OF DIVINE BLAZE

The light that shines above the heaven and above the world, the light that
shines in the highest world, beyond which there are no others - that is the
light that shines in the heart of men.

(Chandogya Upanishad)

It is said that when a disciple approached Adi Shankaraachaarya (788-820
CE), the paramount exponent of Advaitavaada (philosophy of non-dualism)
with a request to succinctly explain in one Shloka (couplet) what he had
expounded, the sage replied: “In a half shloka let me elucidate what has been
spoken of in millions of books. Brahman (Divine) is real, the world is virtual,
and individual and the Divine are not different”.

Almost a millennium after Shankaraachaarya’s reiteration of this bold
Vedaantic proclamation, in the later half of 19" century, we find Shree
Raamakrishna Paramahansa speaking to his disciples about helping living
beings. Then suddenly the master would pass into his habitual ecstatic trance
and then bursting out would say in an impassioned tone. “Who are you to
help living beings, you can only worship them; for who is Jeeva (living
individual) is verily Shiva (the Divine Godhead)”. Shree Raamakrishna had
also worshipped Raamalalaa (child Raama) at a point in time to arrive at the
realization contained in a Hindi couplet —"The Raama who is Dasaratha’s
son- that Raama resides in every one. That Raama has cast this world, yet
that Raama is independent of all”. Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902 CE)
says in one of his Bengali poems “Variorum before you, forsaking where do
you look for God. One who loves living beings is indeed worshipping the
Lord.”

This concept of essential identity of individual soul and the Supreme Soul
appears in Upanishads. Needless to say that like other Vedaantic
proclamations, that was also founded upon the direct perception of unitary

CE is an abbreviation of Current Era.




Chaitanya Bharati 2002 13

Truth by the Vedic sages. Using the fire simile, very popular in Upanishads, they
say that as the same fire entering the earth has assumed various shapes so does
our inner being assumed diverse forms entering different bodies. Our sages had
realized that words were utterly incapable of expressing the ultimate Truth. But as
we can approximate it, an individual soul is a spark of the great divine blaze -
essentially the same material though apparently a part of it. Vedas speak of
appeasing the deities of earth; Heaven and middle air through manifold rituals and
sacrifices to derive mundane boons. Yet, at its conclusion called Vedaanta
(Upanishads’ all voices ensemble) to unambiguously declare the great fundamental
unity of Jeeva (individual soul) and Brahman (the Divine). Itis like the acme of
flourish in symphony orchestra - the grand unification of an archipelago of spiritual
revelations.

In Geetaa, Shree Krishna confirms the same truth thus:

THAIST Sfidels SaY: FAe: |
TSSO Fepforeetty i ||

Mamaivaamsho jeevaloke jeevabhootah sanaatanah;
Manahshashthaaneendriyaani prakritisthaani karshati.
Geetaa (Ch. 15:7)

“In this world of embodied beings, the Jeevaatma (soul) in the body is an
eternal portion of Myself; it draws to itself the mind and the five senses that
rest in Prakriti (Matter).”

This leads us to the cornerstone of Hindu belief that man is not a body-mind-
intellect complex activated by bio-chemical reactions. Man is not a social
‘animal’. Man is essentially birthless and deathless aatman (soul) encased in
a mortal body, striving to realize its essential identity with the Divine. Man
is already one with the Divine. The mere formality though not a trivial one is
to realize that Unity and live constantly in its presence, consciousness and
delight.

In Chicago, Swami Vivekananda gave a clarion call “Come up, O lions and
shake off the delusion that you are the sheep; you are souls immortal, spirits
[free, blest and eternal; ye are not matter, ye are not bodies; matter is your
servant, you are not the servant of matter.

* Priyadarsi Dutta - The Hindustan Times - 1999

























































































































































































































































































































































































































