Session 7A Co-Leads Bio

Sri Swamini Svatmavidyananda Saraswati - Swaminiji, a longtime disciple of Paramapujya
Swami Dayananda Saraswati of India, is an accomplished scholar of Vedanta. For several years,

she has led an active satsang community in the United States, serving as the Spiritual Director of
Swami Dayananda’s USA center: Arsha Vijnana Gurukulam based in Washington, D.C., and
Oregon.

Madhu Sharma is an author of the book, “Dharmic Advisor- A Modern Way”. She is a Hindu
Chaplain at Duke University and University of North Carolina. She has served on the board

of Hindu Society of NC and is currently chair for Outreach commiittee. She is also practicing as
an executive coach in the Raleigh Durham area and is the President of Triangle Interfaith
Alliance. She is educated in Chemical Engineering from NC State and MSW from University of
IA. She has life experiences on 3 continents in 5 countries, community leadership activities,
formal executive & personal coaching experiences, a balance of left and right brain skills,
demonstrated through engineering and business careers at two Fortune 500 companies, running a

small International business and social work experience.

Padma Kuppa, is an engineer and experienced IT analyst currently working in Troy, MI where
she and her family live. She is a co-founder of Troy-area Interfaith Group and the Outreach
Committee at the Bharatiya Temple of Metropolitan Detroit, and is a Planning Commissioner for
Troy, MI. She is a Board member of the Michigan Roundtable for Diversity and Inclusion, the
Hindu American Foundation, and the Troy Historical Society, as well as an Advisory Board
member of the women’s interfaith organization, WISDOM, She is a published writer
(internationally!) and blogs at patheos.com. She has received multiple awards and congressional
recognition for her community leadership, including induction into the MI-India Hall of Fame
(2015), and has been involved in many Hindu events and initiatives, including Hindu American
Seva, Hindu American Chaplaincy, World Hindu Congress 2014, and HMEC.

Pria Ganesh is the Vice-Chair of the Board of Trustees for the Sri Siva Vishnu Temple in
Maryland. She is a CPA by profession, and volunteers with several organizations by
administering their investments, and serving on their Finance Committee, etc.



