Code Words and Dog Whistle

Hindus in Media



Observatorio (0BS*) Journal, (2012)

H i n d us i n M ed i a Solar eclipse scares Indian mothers-to-be (CAN, July 2010)

Hindus pierce bodies at religious festivals in Malaysia (CAN, Feb. 2010)
U.K. Hindu fights for funeral pyre ‘dignity’ (CAN, Mar. 2009).

Indians flock to marry and shop on a lucky day (CAN, May 2010).
India: Hints of Human sacrifice (AFP, Apr. 2010)

Urban cowboys struggle with India's sacred strays (V.Y 7imes, Nov. 2008)

titles suggest:
Temples where gods come to life (V.Y 7imes, Sept. 2008)
Re-consecration with Bells, Saffron and Elephant (MY 7imes, July 2009)
In Minnesota, big moment for a temple for Hindus (M. Y 7imes, June 2009)

At a temple in Indo-China, placid days but no peace (N.Y 7imes, Nov. 2008)
The simple life (N. Y 7imes, Dec. 2008)

A common news story in the media is about Hindu pilgrims dying during a stampede

holy shrine. In the last five years hundreds of pilgrims and devotees have died due to
sacred places and temples in India. These stories highlight the problem of overcrowdi
temples during festivals and auspicious pilgrimage:

e Seven killed in Hindu festival stampede (CAV/N, Jan. 2010)

e India temple stampede kills 147 at a Hindu temple in Jodhpur (CAN, Sept. 2004




The Casteist Hindu

While several Indian states have banned
the slaughter of cattle, especially since the
appointment of India’s ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party in 2014, vegetarianism is
mostly linked to more affluent Indians
and some upper-caste Hindu diets.

Religion News Service Rajen Zed article
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The Upper Caste Cow Worshiping Hindu is a Cow Vigilante

CNN : Politicizing Beef

Religion News Service: vegetarianism is
mostly linked to more affluent Indians
and some upper-caste Hindu diets.

Why does the West Oppose Whale Hunt
or why is there no dog or cat meat in the
Wests




The Caste Narrative - Dividing the Hindu Youth

Caste in America

Dalit Americans make a pilgrimage to
Ambedkar Avenue, named for civil rights hero

WGBH News Caste in Ameri

The US isn’'t safe from the trauma of caste bias

April 18, 2019 - 4:00 PM EDT
By Arun Rath

Producer Phillip Martin
WGBH News

March 08, 2019 - 9:00 AM EST
By Tinku Ray

Caste discrimination exists on college
campuses. Some schools are trying to change




The Intolerant Hindu

»-l-al s N e Confederate Monuments Are Coming Down
Che \ew i_!o rk Cimes Across the United States. Here’s a List.

UPDATED AUG. 28, 2017
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See the messaging? Destroyers of “Muslim
Heritage” and “Place of Worship”




Hindus Against Art

The Hounding ot M. k.
Husain

India’s greatest living artist has been forced out of his home
country by Hindu sectarian extremists

Nick Cohen Art Critique Hinduism Islam 16/12/2010

Those who opposed M F Husain’s

outrageous paintings were labeled Hindu

sectarian extremists

M F Husain’s Painting on Saraswati
Devi




Hindus are Against Science

India outcry after scientists claim
ancient Hindus invented stem cell
research

The organisers of a major Indian science conference said they were
concerned by speakers citing religious texts and ideas at the event
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Indian scientists slam ancient Hindu
‘stem cell’ claim

G. Nages

AFP
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Rao was speaking at the Indian Science Congress




The Right-Wing Superstitious Hindu o i The Viein are
promised three kids a miracle that 70,000
“ gared to see

QINI)EPEN])& N'T W susscs
Right-wing Hindus milk India's
‘miracle’

TIM McGIRK New Delhi | Mo

The Hindu gods may have stopped lapping up milk, but in India this so-
called miracle has spilled over into politics, with the bizarre effect that

parties have been split between believers and sceptics.

Notice how
Washing Post
' portrays Christian

sion at the holy shrine of Fatima in Portugal in 2011.

By Katherine Arcement

N ’ miracles




The Cannibalistic Hindus

Of course, the primitive eat human brains
- how would they be expected to respect

art of science?




Violent Nationalists
Hindu Fanatics

NEW YORKER

Hindu fanatics celebrate hatred

While the world celebrated love, Hindu fanatics used Valentine's Day to show their hatred
i of modernity. While a favorite target tends to be shops selling gifts, this year the focus was

on a book about Hinduism.

ON RELIGION

THE VIOLENT TOLL OF X/ |
HINDU NATIONALISM IN 4277 b <l aocoE
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BTW, these Hindus were protesting a hate-filled, Hinduphobic book written
by Wendy Doniger which oversexualized every aspect of Hindu dharma




The Hindu Terrorist

One out of a billion Hindu may or may
not have committed “prejudicial acts” -
but that did not stop the Washington Post
from using the phrase “Hindu Terrorism”

Do Washington Post or NY Times or
NPR or any of the mainstream press
agencies use these terms for non-Hindus?

After all, as per NYT tweet - “Planes took
aim at Twin Towers?

World

Hindu terrorism charges force India to
reflect on prejudices against Muslims

By Simon Denyer and Rama Lakshmi
March 12, 2011

DEWAS, INDIA — When a series of bomb attacks ripped
through Muslim neighborhoods, mosques and shrines in India
in recent years, suspicion fell firmly on a familiar culprit:
Islamist terror. After each incident, scores of Indian Muslims
were rounded up, and many were tortured. Confessions were
extracted, the names of various militant “masterminds” leaked

to the media and links with Pakistan widely alleged.

Never mind that most of the victims were Muslims; it seemed
natural to many people, from New Delhi to Washington, to
assume the attacks were the work of extremist Pakistani
militants and their Indian Muslim sympathizers, intent on

fanning religious tensions in India and disrupting the peace




Need | Say More?

Can the World’s Largest Democracy
Endure Another Five Years of a Modi

Government?

So, if Hindu parents support PM Modi,
they are Supporting India’s Divider in
Chief

g |
By Aatish Taseer
pius Modi the




Media without Bias?

' Furkan Khan
J @Furkan_Khan

Replying to @KrishKTO1

If Indians give up.hinduism, they will
will also be solving most of their
problems what with all the piss
drinking and dung worshipping.

Furkan Khan was NPR producer based in New Delhi, India




We have come a long way...

(HEATHEN,]
HINDOO,
HIND U]
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Where are we headed?



The Conflict Within

However, is this an accurate
representation?

Hinduism's Growing Chasm With Liberal
Values

One can't predict how a religion will behave by simply consulting its core texts.

SHIKHA DALMIA | 7.1.2015 1:30 PM
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Connecting Hindu Youth to Events in India

Message - Do not join any Hindu
organization

At least one “smart” politician with
Presidential ambitions got this message

Hindu nationalism in the US:
changing configurations of political
practice

Arvind Rajagopal

Abstract

The meaning and implications of Hindu nationalist expression in the United
States are different from those at home, but both are linked through trans-
national circuits of communication and exchange. In India, the invocation of
religion summons up the unresolved debates between nationalism and social
reform, and presents Hinduism as an implicitly conservative force. By con-
trast, in the US, Hindu religion is more self-consciously a medium of cultural
reproduction. This article points to the ways in which Hindu nationalism
seeks and promotes transnational affiliations even while espousing a rhetoric
of insularity, cultural pride and self-sufficiency.




Up Next - The Temple Take Over by the Radical Left

The only faith, that has historically allowed PFOQTGSSIVE e Hindus Declare Queens

Temple The First Sanctuary Of Its Kind In
true freedom of faith - is now being taken over u_s.p i

by the radical left ‘pr:\:nz(;:‘;n;g;;%zgiisdonﬁghung racism, casteism and Islamophobia and
However, the radicals who have taken over
temple in Queens want to screen “Sita Sings
the Blues”

They don’t want to fight for the right for
Hindus to exist and survive, but they want to

fight Islamophobia




Think about this...

e The mainstream press in US consistently uses code words to denigrate spiritual,

cultural and political aspect of Hindus

® There is a complete convergence of Hindu-hating Hinduphobic forces

e C(lever blending of fring political events in India are used to malign Hindu
organization and create guilt by association among the youth

e This drives Hindu youth away from speaking on the Hindu issues

® The Indian “left” - now in US is creating fake Hindu organizations and is
recruiting Hindu youths across the campuses and communities

® You built the mandir, they came. You will retire will it still be the Hindu mandir
you envisioned?

The third generation is in danger




