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Media Bias against Hinduism

• Indian mainstream media is controlled by a small 

number of vested interests

• Western media always tries to fit Hinduism into an 

Abrahamic perspective

• Real battlefield is SOCIAL MEDIA
• Disadvantage: Large number of trolls who attack you no 

matter what you do

• Two thoughts:
– What can temples do TOGETHER? (Hindu Media Coalition)

– What can temples do by themselves?

Digital Hinduism: Dharma and Discourse in the Age of New Media, Murali Balaji.
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Hinduism Now: Evaluating Bias
Providing a voice to Hindus

532K Likes

222K Likes
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Providing Pristine and Unbiased 
Information
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Need for Hindu Media Coalition

• A group that will respond with ONE VOICE on world 

events

• A single message that will be shared to the press and 

also in local web pages, social media, etc.

• Clarifying any bias or fake news against Hinduism

• Stand together in solidarity with every temple and 

every sampradaya
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Social Media: Under utilized
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Media Savvy Temple

• Multi-channel – just 2 channels increases CTR by 

40%
• Google, TV, YouTube, Facebook, Instagram

• Pictures speak a thousand words

• Video is (literally) a thousand pictures – Go Live! 

• Listen to others – what are they saying about us?
• Spend money on SEM and SEO

• Authenticity

• Engagement and interaction

• Right tools
• Hootsuite (manage social media platform), IFTTT (automate 

content)
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Nlighten App



Hindu Mandir Executives' Conference

Sept. 20-22, 2019 East Hanover, NJ
9

Conclusion

• Mainstream Media is biased, Social Media is the main 

battlefield

• Need a Hindu Media Coalition among temples to 

stand with each other

• Each temple also needs much stronger media 

presence across platforms such as YouTube, 

Instagram, Facebook, TikTok, etc.


