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CONVERSION - AN ACT OF VIOLENCE

Pat Robertson - ‘We need to convert at least 100    

million HINDUS  around the world & money is no issue.’

Hinduism Today” magazine noted that US$165 

million/year was being spent to convert Hindus in India 

alone! 

Poojya Swami Dayananda Saraswati -‘Religions that are 

committed by their theologies to convert, are necessarily 

aggressive, since conversion implies a conscious intrusion 

into the religious life of a person’.
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BRIEF HISTORY OF IMMIGRATION

1833 – Slavery in UK was abolished & British Sugar 

Plantations owners   looked for other sources of cheap labor. 

1838 to 1917 – Indentured Laborers were brought from UP & Bihar 

areas   to the Caribbean.

British Colonies French Colonies Dutch Colonies

Guyana 238,909 Martinique 25,509 Suriname 35,501

Trinidad 143,939 Guadeloupe 45,844

Jamaica 36,412 French Guiana 19,276

Grenada 3,033

St Vincent 2,472

St Kitts 337

Total 425,102 90,629 35,502

Grand Total:  551,000
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Conversion Strategies Utilized 
• Guyana was colonized by the British, Suriname by the Dutch.

–The Dutch pursued a “hands off’ attitude

Swami Aksharananda

“The British sought to interfere, control and convert the Hindus.             

Many missionaries were brought to Guyana to evangelize the Indian 

population and to destroy their language and culture. That is why Hindi 

has persisted in Suriname and not in Guyana.” 

Strategies Used:

• Social Elevation- The converted were given higher social standing.

• Political- They offered civil and political positions.

• Financial- Many financial incentives were offered, directly and 

indirectly.
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Examples

• Christian Sunday school was compulsory for immigrant children,               

who were especially vulnerable. 

• There was no training of Hindu priests to service the immigrant community.

–Currently, there are no pandits in Jamaica.

• “Dharmic Sabha “Hindus were forced to convert to get jobs in the public 

service, even if they did not want to.” - Pt. Reepu Daman Persaud

• Hindu marriages were not recognized in Trinidad, even though they were 

done by Hindu priests and the entire village was present. 

• Incentives and support was not given to immigrant farmers.

• Offers of free medical, dental, and eye care in exchange for conversion.

• Converting one of two members of a family unit leads to confusion in the 

family and creates animosity in the household.
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POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Must infuse knowledge of Hindu Dharma.

a) Every mandir a teaching institution 

b) Pandits must be skilled in teaching core concepts

c) TV programs, magazines, books in school, youtube, newspaper 

articles, political involvement (getting holidays recognized)

2. Create a family unit with parents and grandparents.

3. Inculcate Bhakti and Vishwaas in the hearts of every Hindu.

4. Be a 24/7 Hindu, not only in Mandir and Satsangs.


